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DEACON’S GALAXY 

We have begun our journey through Lent. 

While it is a familiar journey to many, it is important 

to look more deeply into what this season really 

means to us. When you look at our devotions, the way 

our Churches are decorated, the nature of our prayers, 

one could easily miss the underlying message. 

 

Lent is not a season of despair. One could reasonably 

draw that conclusion without proper grounding. But 

that is profoundly wrong. Lent is not about despair. 

Lent is about hope. 

 

We are preparing for the greatest gift we could ever 

receive. We are preparing to remember the Passion 

and Death of Jesus for our sins. But we know the end 

of the story. We know that Jesus is victorious. We 

know that we win in the end. We know that sin and 

death no longer have power over God’s people. We 

know that we have hope. 

 

We have been experiencing something that no one 

could have ever expected. We have been living 

history during a dark time in our human existence. 

We are living through a pandemic. This is not the first 

time in history that this has happened. But we would 

never have expected it. 

 

However, there is now hope. The vaccines have 

arrived. Many people have been able to receive at 

least one dose, if not both. More vaccines are 

becoming available. There is light at the end of the 

tunnel. And that light is not an oncoming train. 

 

Yes, it will be some time before things return to 

normal. But that will happen. Just as we know the end 

of the story of Lent and Easter, we must have hope 

that this story will end in victory. We must have hope 

that God is ultimately in control and He will see us 

through anything that comes along. 

Deacon Mike 

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

Dear Brothers, 

 

          I hope you and your families are doing well. 

The world is starting to open up a bit and we are 

beginning to move forward. There is not much 

to share with you, but pray for peace and an end to 

this pandemic. 

 

We still can't meet in Biedbach, so our meeting on 3/8 

will be by zoom at 7:30 pm. More info will be given 

later this week on how to tune to the ZOOM meeting. 

Let us all be charitable this Lenten season, humble 

ourselves and do the work of God. 

 

God bless and Vivat, Jesus 

 

GK Pete Bobich 

 

TREASURER’S GALAXY 

          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, will make the 

following report at the March 8, 2021 meeting:  

$12,485.21 prior bank balance, $947.50 income, 

$334.50 expenses, $13,098.21 balance, $1,300.00 

committed funds, $11,798.21 funds available.   

 

The Bishop’s Project balance in our treasury stands at 

$00.00.         

 

Over the past month, the Council made no donations.  

Our total for the 2020-21 fiscal year stands at 
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$12,824.47. This total does not reflect any Bishop 

Project funds.  

 

THE BISHOP’S PROJECT 

          The 2020-2021 campaign ended on Feb. 28, 

2021. The Grand Knight had reported that he had 

received a report from the project treasurer indicating 

that the Council had $3,665.50 credited to our 

account in the Project. In the past month, the treasurer 

received $314.50 from donations from three brothers. 

This sum was added to the $20 which was in the 

treasury and a check for $334.50 was sent to the 

Project Treasurer at the end of February to get our 

total to $4,000 for the year. This total puts us over 

$4,000 less than the goal was set for us by the project. 

Of course, due to the coronavirus, we did not have 

our Penny Drives or our Tootsie Roll drives this past 

year. In a normal year, these two drives would have, 

most likely, put us over the goal.    

 

The new Project year began on Mar. 1, 2021. The 

coronavirus continues to play havoc with any plans 

we would like to make. As of now, we have no idea 

when we will be able to hold a Tootsie Roll Drive or 

a Penny Drive. However, this does not impair a 

brother’s ability to make an individual donation to the 

project. So, our chairmen, Bro. Greg Blake (Tootsie 

Roll) and Bro. Matt Valentine (Penny Drive) 

recommend a virtual drive. Seems like everything 

today is virtual! They would like the brothers to go to 

the web site for the Bishop’s Project at 

http://www.bishopsprojectkofc.org/donate to make a 

financial donation and note that you are from Council 

4925. You may also send your donation directly to 

Gary L. Williard, BP Treasurer, 54 Florence Dr., 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220. 

 

COAL TICKETS 

          You should have received four tickets from our 

chairman, Bro. Steve Meredith. The COAL has 

changed to an all cash award program (no cars or trips 

are being offered) with prizes randing from $15,000 

down to $1,000. Also, the tickets are no longer in a  

book of eight tickets, but rather, they are individual 

tickets sold at $5 apiece. The drawing will be held on 

April 30, 2021. 

So, what do you say brother? Send $20 and the stubs 

from the tickets to Bro. Meredith at 429 Garden City 

Drive, Monroeville, PA 15146 for those four tickets 

you received. If all of our 150 members would do 

this, our Council would stand to make a nice income 

from this venture.  

 

TRUSTEE VACANCY FILLED 

          Due to the passing of our beloved Bro. Mark 

DeFabio, there was a vacancy on our Board of 

Trustees. Our Grand Knight nominated Bro. Bernie 

Alfer for the position. No other names were placed in 

nomination at the Feb. 5, 2021 ZOOM meeting and 

Bro Alfer was elected by the brotherhood.  

 

Immediately following his election, Bro. Alfer stated 

he would be making a $114.50 donation to our 

Bishop’s Project Fund in memory of Bro. DeFabio. A 

huge Knights thank you is extended to Bro. Bernie 

Alfer for this gesture. The funds got us to the $4,000 

level for the 2020-21 campaign. 

 

AUDIT CONDUCTED 

          The semi-Annual audit of our treasury was 

conducted on Feb. 14, 2021 by our three trustees, Bro. 

Robert Condrac, Bro. Ed McDermott and Bro. Bernie 

Alfer along with Financial Secretary, Bro. Ross 

Zappa and Treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio. Everything 

was found to be in order.  

 

GOLF TOURNEY 

          This year’s golf tournament is set for Saturday, 

June 19, 2021. The chairman for this year’s event is 

Bro. Anthony Pulleo. We still do not know what 

direction the COVID-19 virus will take, but hopefully 

most, if not all, of us will have received  

vaccinations by then and we can get back to some 

normalcy. Keep your eyes on future newsletters for 

updated information.   

 

COLOR CORPS 

          If you are a 4th degree Knight, please consider 

becoming a member of the color corps. The leader of  

the corps is our own Bro. Joe Burke III and he wanted  
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to make sure that all of you are aware that the corps is 

available for the wake and funeral of all brothers who  

have reached the Knighthood (old 3rd) degree and the 

Patriotism (old 4th) degree as well as their spouses.  

The corps is looking for members to join the corps. If  

you are interested, please contact Bro. Burke 412- 

736-3673 or email jpburkeIII@verizon.net The 

Supreme Office has now turned over the sale and  

distribution of the new uniform to The Supply Room.  

This company makes uniforms for all of our military 

services. If you would like to purchase a uniform, 

contact Jim Craig at 800-458-5180 ex 168. 

 

OUR INSURANCE AGENT 

         We still do not have a field agent. In the interim, 

you may contact Ross Conklin, General Agent, at 

Ross.Conklin@kofc.org or call 412-729-2709. 

Remember our agents are here to serve us. The 

Knights of Columbus enjoy the highest rating from 

A.M. Best.  

 

WEB SITE   WWW.KofC4925.ORG    

          Bro. John Prazenica does a fantastic job in 

keeping the site current. So, add prayer requests, read 

old issues of The Compass dating back to 2006, have 

access to the chairmen of our various projects, and 

find links to various sites of interest. The News & 

Announcements and the Events Calendar are updated 

and changed regularly so bookmark this site so you 

may visit it regularly. A very big Knights thank you is 

extended to Bro. John Prazenica, for all of his hard 

work and time spent in maintaining the site.  

 

COUNCIL DUES 

           You should have received your dues notice for 

2021 from the Financial Secretary. Many brothers  

have already responded with their check. If you have 

not paid your dues, please submit your dues in the 

amount of $24 to Bro. Ross Zappa, 386 Willow 

Hedge Dr., Monroeville, PA 15146.  

 

GOOD AND WELFARE 

          The Council received a thank you note from the 

Thomas More Society for our recent $300 donation.   

 

The Council has received thank you notes from all 

three seminarians (Stephen Wetzel, Xavier Engle and 

Chris McMullen) that we sponsor. Every one of them 

express great gratitude for our support and they want 

to assure us that we are in their daily prayers. They 

also ask that we pray for them in their journey to the 

priesthood.   

 

As you know from our prior newsletters, the Annual 

Knight at the Races set for Jan. 29, 2021 had to be 

cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our 

chairman, Bro. Tim Jacob, still would like to have the 

function at some point this year. Our hope is that all 

of the restrictions may be lifted by September.  Keep 

your eyes on future newsletters for further 

information. 

 

Deacon Bro. Frank Bursic reported at our ZOOM 

Feb. 5, 2021 meeting that things are phenomenal in 

his ministry at Holy Family Parish. There are lots of 

committees for people to join, they have scheduled a 

Contemporary Mass and the Kids of the Kingdom 

have a Festival of Praise set. They also have an active 

youth council that meets at St. Januarius 

 

Bro. John Prazenica is scheduled for gall-bladder 

surgery on Mar. 10, 2021. Please say a few prayers a 

successful surgery and no complications.  

 

Bro. Ed McDermott is in charge of sending get well 

wishes to brothers who may be experiencing sickness.  

If you know of anyone who is sick, please contact 

him at 412-823-6393 or email at 

edwardmcdermott70@gmail.com and he will send get 

well wishes for our Council.  

 

There are six (6) Masses being offered at our Parish: 

St. Bernadette – 4:00 pm on Saturday, 8:00  

am and 11:00 am on Sunday; St. Susanna – 5:00 pm 

on Saturday, 9:00 am and 11:30 am on Sunday. Also,  

the seating capacity has been increased for each mass. 

Starting on Mar. 7, 2021, people will be able to sit in 

every other pew instead of every third pew. You still 

need to go online at www.cdsmph.org/rsvp or phone 

412-373-0050 between 9:00 am – Noon Monday  
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through Friday to reserve a seat.  

 

Even though we now have two (2) churches open for 

Mass, the number of people able to attend is still 

restricted. This, of course, has a direct effect on the 

offertory collection. The bills keep coming. 

Obviously, they need to be paid, but with the reduced 

offertory collections where does the church get  

money. You can certainly help in this situation by 

mailing your donations directly to the church or go to   

https://www.christthedivineshepherd.org  and sign up 

for online giving. Please do not forget about our 

parish in these trying times.  

 

If you are a veteran of our military services or you 

know of a veteran who is in need of physical or 

mental health, please call the VA Help Line at 1-800- 

273-8255.   

 

The Council still has a large number of magnets. If 

you would like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  

a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, please contact  

our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-

9075 or email to schnels@verizon.net  Magnets make 

a nice gift. 

 

NECROLOGY FOR MARCH 

 

Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 

Eugene J. Stemerick  Mar. 1, 2007 

Ralph Viggiano  Mar. 1, 2008 

James A. Malandra  Mar. 2, 1991 

Rev. Robert Werthman Mar. 5, 2002 

Marino J. Camerota  Mar. 6, 2000 

Charles Tortorete  Mar. 6, 2008 

Rev. James G. Graham Mar. 6, 2015 

Michael Ellis   Mar. 7, 2015 

Leonard T. George  Mar. 8, 2000 

Anthony S. Urbanik  Mar. 17, 1998 

Albert C. Catullo  Mar. 17, 2017 

Samuel A, Palarino  Mar. 21, 1997 

John Costa   Mar. 25, 1977 

John A. Yanniruberto  Mar. 26, 2018 

Michael T. Castagnero Mar. 27, 2014 

Francis M McIntyre  Mar. 30, 2008 

Richard P. Coons  Mar. 31, 1994 

Philip McConnell                 1967 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and  

the souls of all of our dearly departed brothers rest in  

peace. 

 

SICK LIST: John Prazenica, Mercedes Rafferty, 

Debbie Simpkin, Megan Syrek, Richard Manning, 

Bill Aietgen, Karen McDermott, Hudson Donahue, 

Tara Halterlein, Ron Hagen, Leo Hajdukiewicz, Mary 

Hajdukiewicz, Joan Syrek, Bill Syrek, Bob Alfer, Jim 

Marshall, Lonnie Silver, Dave Fennessy, Tom 

Palmieri, David DiTommaso, Ned Cash, Richard 

Mellick, Raymond Westbrook, and Patricia Sasselli.  

 

DECEASED: Domenick Capecci, Vince Brunotts, 

Raymond Sasselli, Lucy Clement, Lucille Knecktal, 

Mark DeFabio, and Mark Wilmotte.  

           

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

So, that is it for this month brothers! The coronavirus 

keeps going on and on and throwing a wrench into 

our regular schedule. ZOOM into our meeting on 

Mar. 8, 2021 as we still are unable to use Biedenbach 

Hall for our meeting. You will be notified by email 

this week. Brothers, keep safe and keep praying!    

 

Wishing all of our brothers a very Happy St. Patrick’s 

Day and a Happy St. Joseph’s Day.      

     

Vivat, Jesus – Paul 
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